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Abstract - A total of 46 species from 14 families: Pholcidae (2), Dysderidae (3), Eresidae (1), Linyphiidae (11)'~ 
Tetragnathidae (3), Araneidae (4), Lycosidae (5), Age1enidae (4), Amaurobiidae (2), Liocranidae (1), GI!-ap~osidae 
(2), Philodromidae (1), Thomisidae (2) and, Salticidae (5) wen: established from 29 localities in Serbia'.:' Five species: 
Dysderocrates silvestris Deeleman-Reinhold (Dysderidae), Centromerusobenbergeri (Kulczyilski, 1897) (Linyphiidae), 
Trochosa hispanica Simon, 1870, Trochosa spinipalpis (Q , P.-Cambridge) (Lycosidae) and Philodromus praedatus O. 
P.-Cambridge are newto the Serbian spider fauna; the most dIverse is the family Linyphiidae, which is represented by 11 
species. At the time, the spiders of Serbia are represented bY 633 species, belonging to 224 genera and 36 families. . 

INTRODUCTION 

Existing information on the spiders of Serbia is a 
result of the efforts of many araneologists from different 
countries. The first data concerning spiders of the area stud
ied appeared at the end of the 19th century (Sp'a'soJ evic, 
1891; Chyzer and Ku\czynski, 1894, 1897). Much 
more information was reported by Bresjanceva (1907) 
and Stojicevic (1929); the latter author concluded that 
Serbia was inhabited by 432 species from 34 families. 

A considerable contribution ' was made by ~a'g'~' 
(1931), who published a review of cave spiders if! Europe, 
where 71 species from the Balkan Peninsula (and nine spe
cies from Serbia) wers:mentioned. Kratochvil (1934) 
published a list of cave spiders of the former Yugoslavia 
and Drensky (1936) compiled all faunistic data on spi
ders of the Balkan Peninsula, reporting 447 species from 
34 families for Serbia. 

Subsequently, Kolosvary (1938, 1940) published 
a list of spiders of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia that in
cluded 40 species from Serbia. Kratochvil and Miller 
(1938) contirmed their work on the genus Centromerus 
Dahl, while Silhavy (1944) described new species from 
the family Thomisidae. 
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Much later, Curcic (1969) examined cave spiders 
in th~ Iron Gate region and reported 17 species; some 
data concerning spiders of Serbia are found in the pa
pers of van Helsdingen (1969, 1970). Nikolic and 
Polenec (1981), combining data on the araneofauna 
of the former Yugoslavia, reported 525 species from 35 
families inhabiting Serbia. More recent publications list 
both cave (Deeleman-Reinhold, 1985; Deeleman
Reinhold and Deeleman 1988; Thaler and Hofer, 

c1987; Deltshev et aI., 1996, 1997, 1998; Deltshev 
and Curcic, 1997; Curcic el aI., 1999a) and leaf-litter 
spiders of Western and Eastern Serbia (Deltshev et aI., 
1998,2000; Curcic, 1999b, 1999c, 2000). 

Finally, Deltshev et aI., (2003) and Curc{c et aI., 
(2003) concll;1ded that the spider fauna of Serbia is repre
sented by 628 species, belonging to 224 genera, Th~num
ber of species is relatively high compared to that recorded 
from other countries of the Balkan Peninsula: the highest 
numbers of species are found in Bulgaria (91O; rieltshev 
and Blagoev, 2001), Greece (810; Bosmans, in press), 
Croatia (614; Deltshev, 1999), and the Republic of 
Macedonia (595; B lagoev, 2002), This richness depends 
not only on the size of different regions, but also on the de
gree of exploration of spider diversity by ar~Ileologists. 
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The purpose of the present study is to give a critical 
systematic revue and zoo geographical analysis of spiders 
collected from 29 additional localities in Serbia (from its 
northern, central, eastern, western, and southern parts), 
based on intensive field research and new data accumu
lated (Table 1). 

The spider specimens considered herein were col
lectedby hand, sieving, use of Barber traps, and extraction in 
Tullgren-Berlese funnels. All specimens are preserved in a 
solution of75 % ethanol with 5 % glycerol added. The collec
tion is housed in the Institute of Zoology, Faculty of Biology, 
University ofB~lgrade, Belgrade, Serbia and Montenegro. 

i 

I 

Table 1. - List of established spider species in Serbia. Abbreviations: f= female, ff= females, m = male, mm = males, juv. = juvenile(s), 
nr .. = near, v. = village. Species new to the fauna of Serbia are designated by bold letters. 

GENUS AND SPECIES LOCALITY COLLECTORS* -
PHOLCIDAE 

'1'\""; 

Hoplopholcus[orska/i (Thorell, 1871) V. Yrani c, nr. Belgrade, If, 21. 07. 2000. LDD 
PilOlcus opilionoides (Schrank, 1781) Y. Yranic, nr. Belgrade, I t~ 21.07. 2000. LDD 

DYSDERIDAE 

Dysdera /ongirostris Doblika, 1853 Gvozdac, v. Dobte Yode, Mt. Go<::, 1 f, I juv., 28. 09. SBC,BMM 
2001. 

Dysderocrates silvestris Deeleman-Reinhold, Stopica Pecina Cave, v. Rozanstvo, Mt. Zlatibor, 1 m, 1 BMM, SBC, MOM 
1988 f,27. 10.2002. 
Harpactea lepida (c. L. Koch, 1838) Gvozdac, v. Dobre Yode, Mt. Goe, 1 m, 1 f, 14 jUv., 28. SBC,BMM 

09.2001. 

ERESIDAE 
\ 

Eresus cinnaberinus (Olivier, 1789) Pe6ina Pod Kapilijama Cave, v. Trudovo, Mt. Javor, nr. BMM, SBC, MOM 
Nova Yaros, I m, 26. 10. 2002. 

LINYPHIIDAE 

Centromerus brevivulvatus (Dahl, 1912) Gvozdac, v. Dobre Yode, Mt. Goe, 1 m, 28. 09. 2001. SBC,BMM 

Centromerus cavernarum (L. Koch, 1872) Carapicev Brest, v. Beli Potok, Mt. Avala, nr. Belgrade, , SBC, SEM, BMM, 
4 mm, 13 ff, 12juv., 06. 10.2001. YNI 

Centromerus obenbergeri (Kulczynski, 1897) Cesma, Mt. Goe, 2 ff, 3 juv., 28. 09. 2001. SBC,BMM 
Linyphia hortensis Sundevall, 1830 Carapicev Brest, v. Beli Potok, Mt. Avala, nr. Belgrade, SBC, SEM, BMM, 

1 m, 06. 10.2001; v. Vrani6, nr. Belgrade, 1 juv., 14.06. YNI,LDD 
2001. 

Linyphia triangularis (Clerck, 1757) V. Yrani6, nr. Belgrade, I juv., 14.06.2001. LDD 
Microneta viaria (Blackwall, 1841) Gvozdac, v. Dobre Vode, Mt. Goe, 4 ff, 28. 09. 2001; SBC, SEM, BMM, 

Carapi6ev Brest, v. Beli Potok, Mt. Avala, nr. Belgrade, YNI 
5 mm, 16 ff, 3 juv., 06. 10.2001. . 

Oedothorax apicatus (Blackwall, 1850) Carapi6ev Brest, v. B~li Potok, Mt. Avala, nr. Belgrade, SBC, SEM, BMM, 
1 f, 06. 10.2001. YNI 

Porrhomma convexum (Westring, 1851) Stopica Pe6ina Cave, v.Rozan~tvo, Mt. Zlatibor, 4 mm, SBC, SEM, BMM, 
2 ff, 7 juv., 22. 08. 2002; Stopi6a Pecina Cave, v. MOM, ZSN, DIR 
ROZanstvo, Mt. Zlatibor, I m, 2 ff, 27. 10. 2002; PeCina 
Megara Cave, v. Stapari, nr. Uzice, r m, 1 f,.03. 05. 
2003. 

Tenuiphantes flavipes (81ackwall, 1854) Carapicev Brest, v. Beli Potok, Mt. Avala, nr. Belgrade, SBC, SEM, BMm, 
1 m, 06. 10.2001. YNI 

Tenuiphantesfloriana (van Helsdingen, 1977) Carapi6ev Brest, v. Beli Potok, Mt. Avala, nr. Belgrade, SBC, SEM, BMM, 
I m, 2 ff, 06. 10.2001. YNI 

Tenuiphantes tenebricola (Wider, 1834) Gvozdac, v. Dobre Yode, Mt. Gce, I m, t f,28."09. SBC,BMM 
2001. p 

TETRAGNATHIDAE 

Meta menardi (Latreille, 1804) Stitkovska PeCina Cave, v. Stitkovo, Mt. Javor, nr. Nova SBC, BMM, DIR 
Yaros, 1 f, 08. 2002; Pe6ina Megara Cave, v. Stapari, nr. 
mice, 1 m, 2 ff, 03. 05. 2003. 

Metellina mengei (BlackwaU, 1869) Stopica Pecina Cave, v. Rozanstvo, Mt. Zlatibor, 1 f,27. SBC, BMM, MOM 
10.2002. 

Metellina merianae (ScopoH, 1763) Carapicev Brest, v. Beli Potok, Mt. Avala, nr. SBC, SEM, BMM; 
Belgrade, 7 jUv., 06. 10. 200l. VNI 
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Table 1. continued 

GENUS AND SPECIES LOCALITY COLLECTORS* 

ARANEIDAE 
Araneus angulatus Clerck, 1757 Lipova~kaSumaForest, TIr. Belgrade, I f, 31. 07. LDO 

\. , 2000. 
Araneus quadratus Clerck, 1757 Lipova~ka Suma Forest,nr. Belgrade, 1 m, 02.09. LOO 

2000. 
Argiope bruennichi (Scopoli, 1772) Kikinda, 2 ff, 08. 08. 2001 . LOO 

Nuctenea umbratica (Clerck, 1757) Lipova~ka Sllma Forest, nr. Belgrade, 1 f, 16.06. WO 
2001. 

LYCOSIDAE 
Arctosa maculata (Hahn, 1821) C!l"Ipicev Brest, v. Beli Potok, Mt. Avala, TIr. SBC, SEM, BMM, 

Belgrade, 2 ff, 06 . 10.2001. VNI 
Pardosa lugubris (Walckeaer, 1802) Lipova~ka Suma Forest, TIr. Belgrade, 1 f, 01. 09. LOO 

2000; Lipova~ka Suma Forest, TIr. Belgrade, 1 f, 
24. 09. 2000. 

Pardosa monticola (Clerck, 1757) Lipova~ka Suma Forest, TIr. Belgrade, 1 f, 24. 09. LOO 
2000. 

Trochosa hispanica Simon, 1870 Ciganmala, Ca~ak, 1 rn, 3 ff, 04. 05 . 2002. BMM 
Trochosa spinipalpis (0. P. - Cambridge, Brezovica, Vmja~ka Banja, 1 f, 20. 08. 2000. LOO 
1835) 

AGELENIDAE 
Agelena gracilens C. L. Koch, 1841 Lipova~ka Suma Forest, TIr. Belgrade, 1 f, 01. 09. LOO 

2000; Lipova~ka Suma Forest, nr. Belgrade, 1 f, 
20.09.2000. 

Agelena la/;yrinthica (Clerck, 1757) Lipova~ka Suma Forest, TIr. Belgrade, 1 f, 20.09. LOO 
.2000. 

Histopona laeta (Kulczynski, 1897) Gvozdac, v. Oobre Vode, Mt. Go~, 2 mm, 6 juv., SBC,BMM 
28.09.2001. 

Tegenaria campestris C. L. Koch, 1834 Lipovacka Suma Forest, TIr. Belgrade, 1 m, 04. 03 . LOO 
2002. 

AMAUROBIIDAE 

Coelotes inermis CL. Koch, 1855) En route Bozetici-Stitkovo, nr. Nova Varo§, 1 f; BPMC,SVO, 
02.05. 2003; v. Vranic, nr. Belgrade, 1 f, 24. 10. SBC, BMM, LOO 
2000. 

Coelotes falciger Klllczynski, 1897 V. Vranic, nr. Belgrade, 1 f, 21. 10. 2000. LOO 

LIOCRANIDAE 
Apostenus fuscus Westring, 1851 Carapicev Brest, v. Be1i Potok, Mt. Ava1a, nr. SBC, SEM, BMM, 

Belgrade, 2 mm, I f, 06. 10.2001. VNI 

GNAPHOSIDAE 

Drassodes lapidosus (Walckenaer, 1802) Vmjci, 1 f, 20. 08. 2000; Lipova~ka Suma Forest, LOO 
.- TIr. Belgrade, 3 ff, 14.06.2001. 

Scotophaeus scutulatus (C. L. Koch, 1866) Lipova~ka Suma Forest, TIr. Belgrade, 1 f, 12. 10. LOO 
2000. 

PHlLODROMIDAE 

Philodromus praedatus O. P.' - Cambridge, Lipova~ka Suma Forest, nr. Belgrade, 7 ff, 29. 06. LDO ' 
1971 2000. 

THOMISIDAE 
Diaea dorsata (Fabricius, 1777) Lipova~ka Suma Forest, nr. Belgrade, 1 f, 29. 06. LDO 

2000. 
Xysticus lanio C. L. Koch, 1835 Lipovacka Suma Forest, Dr. Belgrade, 1 f, 11. 05 . LDO 

2002. 
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Table 1. continued 

GENUS AND SPECIES LOCALITY COLLECTORS* 

SALTIClDAE 

Carrhotus xanthogramma (Latreille, ·1819) Lipovacka Surna Forest, nr. Belgrade, 10fT, 17 LOO 

juv., 29. 06. 2000. 
Macaroeris nidicolens (Walckenaer, 1802) Lipovacka Suma Forest, nr. Belgrade, 1 rn, 2 fT, "J,OO 

29.06.2000. 
Marpissa muscosa (Clerck, 1757) LipovackaSurna Forest, nr. Belgrade, 1 f, 1 jUv., LOO 

29.06.2000. 
: . Myrmarachneformicaria (Oe Geer, 1778) Lipovacka Suma Forest, nr. Belgrade, 1 juv., 13. LOD 

03 . 2001. 
Neon reticulatus (Blackwall, 1853) Gvozdac, v. Oobre Vode, Mt. Goc, 1 f, 4 juv., 28. SBC,BMM 

09.2001. 

*Collectors: BPMC = Bozidar P. M. Curci6, SBC = Sre6ko B. Curci6, BMM = BQjan M. Mitic, SVD = Sonja V. Djuki6, SEM = Slobodan E. 
Makarov, LDD = Ljiljana D. Djorovic, MOM = Miroslav O. Miti6, DlR= Dejan 1. Radovic, VNI = Victoria N. Hie, and ZSN = Zoran S. Nikolic. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The spider fauna of Serbia is well represented on 
the territory of Serbia, but the species are distributed un
equally in different areas and districts. The number of es
tablished species (635), genera (224), and families (36) 
is relatively high compared to the number of spiders re
corded from different countries of the Balkan Peninsula. 
The diversity ofthe Serbian araneofauna underlines to the 
fact that the Peninsula is characterized by an enormous 
species richness, including forms of different age and ori
gin. Zoogeographically, widely distributed taxa dominate; . 
this fact points to the intensity of the an intensive process 
of constant colonization. Endemic species both reflect the 
local character of the fauna and emphasize the decisive 
influence exerted by the genesis and evolution of relief of 
the Balkan Peninsula in the origin and historical develop
ment of its spider fauna. This phenomenon can be regard
ed as a result of numerous paleo-environ~ental changes 
in the area studied since the Mesozoic era. 
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o PA3HOBPCHOCTH HEKHX 3EMJLHIDHHX H llETlHHCKHX IIAYKOBA (ARANEA: 
ARACHNIDA) Y CP])HJH 

E. IT. M. lWPQIffi, IX. X. )J;E.JIqEB, Ir. A.EJIArOEB, B. T. TOMMT!., C.E. T!.YPqIffi, E. M. MHTHT!., 
Jl)RJ1,AHA)J;. 1l0POBIffi H 2BHKTOPHJA H. HJIHE 

HHcmumym 3a 300JlOzujy, EUOJlOlUKU rj;aK)'Jlmem, YHU6ep3umem yEeozpaoy, 11000 Eeorpa,I:l, Cp6Hja H QpHa fopa; 
IJeHmap 3a 6uocne.neoJlozujy jyzoucmo·me E6pone, 11000 Eeorpa,I:l, Cp6Hja H QpHa fopa; 

IHHcmumym 3a 300JlOZujy, EyzapcKa aKaOeMuja HayKQ, 1000 Co(lmja, EyrapcKa; H 
2HHcmumym 3a cne.neoJlozujy "EMUJ/ r. PaKo6ulla ", 78114 E)'KYpeuIT, P)'Myimja. 

<l>a)'HH na)'KOIm Cp6Hje, npeMa i'acnOJIO)l(HBHM 
HC'Tpa)l(HBaILHMa, npHna,I:la 633 BpCTe H3 224 pO,I:la H 36 
cpaMHJIHja. Haj3aCT)'IIJbeHHje nopO,I:llme cy Linyphiidae 
(165 BpCTa HJIH 26.07 %), Lycosidae (64 BpCTe HJIH 10.11 
%), Gnaphosidae (59 BpCTa HJIH 9.32 %), Salticidae (49 
BpCTa HJIH 7. 74 %), Araneidae (48 BpCTa HJIH 7.58 %), 
Theridiidae (42 BpcTe HJIH 6.63 %) H Thomisidae (37 
BpcTa HJIH 5.84 %). YKYIIHO 5 BpcTa (Tj. 10.86 % O,I:lBpCTa 
aHaJIH3HpaHHX y OBOM pa,I:\)' HJIH 0.79 % O,I:l yKj'IIHor 
6poja BpCTa y Cp6HjH) cy HOBe 3a cpaYHY Cp6Hje (Ta6ena 
1). To cy: Dysderocrates silvestris Deeleman-Reinhold, 
Centromerus obenbergeri (KukzyDski), . Trochosa his
panica Simon, Trochosa spinipalpis (0. P.-Cambridge) H 

. Phulodromus praedatus O. P.-Catnbridge. 

Pa3HOBPCHOCT apaHeocpaYHe . Cp6Hje )'Ka3yje 
Ha lJHlLeHHUY ,I:la ce EaJIKaHCKO nOJIYOCTpBO O,I:lJIHKYje 
H3Y3eTHHM 60raTCTBOMBPCTa Pa3JIHlJHTor nopeKJIa H 
CTapOCTH. Ca 300reorpacpCKe TalJKe me,I:\HWTa, YOlJasa 
ce ,I:lOMHH~Hja WHpOKO pacnpOCTpalLeHHX TaKCOHa, 
UITO H,I:\e y npHJIor HHTeH3HTeT)' npo~eca CTaJIHe 
KOJIOHH3~Hje BPCTa. IIpHcycTBO eH,I:\eMHTa O,I:lCJIHKaBa 
H3pa)l(eH JIOKaJIHH KapaKTep cpaYHe H )'Ka3yje Ha BeJIHKH 
YTH~aj HaCTaHKa H eBOJIY~Hje peJLecpa EaJIKaHCKOr 
nOJIYOC'TpBa Ha reHe3Y H HCTOPHjCKH Pa3BOj cpa)'He 
na)'KOBa Tor nO,I:lpy-qja. OBa nojaBa ce, nope,I:l OCTaJIOr, 

. MO)l(e T)'MalJHTH H KaO pe3YJITaT MHoro6pojHHX npOMeHa 
y )l(HBOTHOj cpe,I:lHHH Kojece O,I:lHrpasajy jow O,I:l Kpaja 
Me.3030HKa, na CBe ,I:lO ,I:laHac. 


